
 
PRESS RELEASE 

21.03.2025 

 Directorate of Enforcement (ED), Hqrs. Office has arrested Wahidur Rahman 

Jainullabudeen r/o Mettupalyam, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu on 20.03.25 under the provisions 

of Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002. He has been produced today before 

the Hon’ble Special Court, Patiala House Court which has remanded him to ED custody. 

2. ED initiated investigation against Popular Front of India (PFI) and others under 

PMLA, 2002 on the basis of FIR No.RC-05/2013/NIA/KOC dated 07.08.2013 registered by 

NIA, Kochi & FIR No. RC-14/2022/NIA/DLI dated 13.04.2022 registered by the NIA, Delhi 

along with various FIRs registered by other Law Enforcement Agencies. Investigation 

revealed that the office bearers, members and cadres of Popular Front of India (PFI), were 

conspiring and raising/collecting funds from within India and abroad through banking 

channels, Hawala, donations etc. for committing and financing terrorist acts across India. 

3. During search proceedings conducted at various locations belonging to PFI and its 

office bearers, numerous incriminating documents and digital evidence were recovered and 

seized, that establishes that PFI used to control, fund and supervise the activities of SDPI; 

that SDPI is a front of PFI having common members/cadres and leaders; that SDPI was 

dependent on PFI for its day-to-day functions, policy making, selecting candidates for 

election campaign, public programs, cadre mobilization and other related activities. 

4. Further, on 20.03.2025 searches were conducted by ED in the case at following 

locations which were related to PFI/SDPI: 

 Mettupalaiyam, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)  

 Arcot, Vellore, (Tamil Nadu)  

 Bhilwara, Rajasthan  

 Kota, Rajasthan  

 Kolkata, West Bengal  

 Kottayam, Kerala  

 Palakkad, Kerala 

5. Wahidur Rahman Jainullabudeen was arrested after completion of search at his 

residence at Mettupalaiyam, Coimbatore. He was a Physical Trainer of the PFI and is also 

closely associated with SDPI. During investigation is has been revealed that the Physical 

Education (PE) classes of PFI are just façade. PFI was giving arms training under the garb 

of Physical Education (PE) classes for imparting offensive and defensive manoeuvres using 

different variations of blows, punches, kicks, knife and stick attacks.  

6. One such case of conducting arms training under the garb of PE classes by PFI 

was the Narath Arms Camp case in 2013, wherein PFI was imparting training to its cadres 

in use of explosives and weapons in an arms camp at Narath, in Kannur District. The 

intention was to promote enmity between different religions and prepare the cadres for 

terrorist activities.  



7. Wahidur Rahman was also arrested in the year 2022 by Tamil Nadu Police for throwing 

petrol Bombs while protesting against ban of PFI in Mettupalayam, Coimbatore, causing 

damage to property. 

8. Analysis of SDPI’s bank accounts revealed that substantial amounts were transferred by 

various individuals from their Bank accounts to SDPI Bank accounts which are shown as 

donations. However, further scrutiny revealed that equivalent amounts of cash were 

deposited into these individuals’ accounts immediately before the transfer to SDPI. The 

cash deposit slips obtained from Bank revealed that Wahidur Rahman was the one 

depositing these amounts in cash in the accounts of various other persons who have in turn 

transferred the same to SDPI Bank accounts. Additionally, Wahidur Rahman himself 

transferred funds to SDPI, after depositing cash of equivalent amount in his account. This 

pattern indicates that Wahidur Rahman has utilized these bank account as conduits to 

channel illicit funds and to project it as legitimate donation to SDPI. 

9. Various screenshots of incriminating evidences regarding PE Classes and Jihadist agenda 

of PFI recovered during searches at Unity House, PFI Kerala state office, Kozhikode is as 

under: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

10. Screenshot of schedule of training imparted by PFI, recovered during search at 

Unity House, PFI Kerala state office, Kozhikode which shows violent methods used by 

them:  

 

 

On perusal of the above, it is clear that PFI was imparting intensive violent training to the 

cadre for attacks using punches, kicks, blows and also the usage of weapons like knife, 

stick, sickle, swords etc. 

 

11. In this case, ED had earlier attached the movable and immovable properties 

amounting to Rs. 61.72 Crore in this case till date. So far, 09 Prosecution Complaints (PCs) 

have been filed in this case before the Hon’ble Special Courts (PMLA). Further, 26 office 

bearers/members/cadres of PFI have already been arrested in this case which include the 

Chairman, General Secretary, office bearers, and members of PFI and State Executive 

Councils (NEC & SEC) of the PFI, as well as Physical Education (PE) Coordinators and 

Trainers who were providing weapons training to the PFI members and cadres. Further, the 

President of SDPI has also been arrested by ED. 

 Further investigation is under progress. 

 


